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Hi, im D, in my 40s LGBT person
from Africa. | specifically came to
Japan because | knew it was an
LGBT friendly country. Back
home it is literally a crime being
DSh an LGBT person, and you can not
even think about coming out or
trying to live your life normally. But when i landed in
tokyo i was totally lost, because, as a refugee appli-
cant, there are not so much solutions for subsistence,
not to mention the fact that i didn't have a work
permit.
But the most concerning problem was shelter. Espe-
cially because of the homophobia within the
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refugees community, which are mostly from cultural
backgrounds, where homosexuality is forbidden.
The fact that i was able the reach out to LGBT
Housing first was a live saving moment. It provided
me with a safe shelter, but not only. | benefited
also from continuing care, guidance and support
from LGBT housing first team, that allowed me to
improve my integration in society by providing
tools to learn Japanese and even an opportunity
to do volunteer work.

I'm deeply grateful for the help i got from LGBT
Housing first, and i hope that other people, after
me, can benefit from their experience, dedication
and unlimited care for the LGBT cause.
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